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o= Watching Chameleons

Today, I watched panther chameleons
climb in the trees near my house. i Al %

Chameleons are a kind of lizard. - .

i b
I live on Madagascar, a big island in the .
Indian Ocean. -

It's the only place in the world where
panther chameleons live in the wild.

) Where panther |
_ Southern Ocean _ | chameleons
| live in the wild

Madagascar




From nose to tail, male
panther chameleons grow
up to 20 inches (51 cm) long.
Females grow to about
10 inches (25 cm) long.

male panther
chameleon

Bl Make a list of wild animals that
B live in your neighborhood. How
many can you think of? Which
ones do you like best? Why?



A Colorful Chameleon

The thing I like best about chameleons is
their colorful skin.

Chameleons change
their color, or get
brighter or darker, to
. tell other chameleons

They can actudlly change their skin color

| or make it brighter or darker. |  how they are feeling.

= . !l Theydo this to show

:. Today, I saw a mqlg chameleon make his | that they are ready
colors look very bright. | to mate, or that they

are afraid or angry.

My mom said he was showing off to a
female because he wants to mate with her.




male panther
chameleon

Look at the male
chameleon in this
picture. List all the

different colors you
can see on his skin.
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In fact, the first book Ellen bought for herself, when
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Sylvie watched chameleons climb trees near her house.
When she saw one of them make its colors very bright, her
mom said it was because the lizard wanted fo mate. A few
weeks later, Sylvie watched a chameleon lay her eggs and
then bury them in a hole. That’s when she decided to watch
the eggs hatch and keep a diary of all that she saw. When
you read it, you'll be amazed to discover all the ways little
lizards get ready fo become grown-up chameleons.
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